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Motion Event Expressions in JSL

Noriko IMAZATO*

ABSTRACT

When human languages describe motion events in the real world, they exhibit different intralinguistic patterns,

but share some similarities as well. As a part of our cross-linguistic research project, we conduct an
experiment asking consultants to describe the 52 videos of various motion events in Japanese Sign Language
(JSL). Our observation and analysis of these results reveal the features of JSL motion expressions as follows.
JSL shows high frequency of use of both setting and serial verb construction (SVC), which consists of a series
of verbs designating starting action, manner of motion, continuous path, and the final state of the path in a

linear order. In this language, path and deixis are inseparable. We also report that the verb

€ _.»
miru

(see/look) has a special function to fulfill in the path of motion as the final element of an SVC.
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