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Motion Event Expressions in JSL 
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ABSTRACT 

 

When human languages describe motion events in the real world, they exhibit different intralinguistic patterns, 
but share some similarities as well. As a part of our cross-linguistic research project, we conduct an 
experiment asking consultants to describe the 52 videos of various motion events in Japanese Sign Language 
(JSL). Our observation and analysis of these results reveal the features of JSL motion expressions as follows. 
JSL shows high frequency of use of both setting and serial verb construction (SVC), which consists of a series 
of verbs designating starting action, manner of motion, continuous path, and the final state of the path in a 
linear order. In this language, path and deixis are inseparable. We also report that the verb �miru� 
(see/look) has a special function to fulfill in the path of motion as the final element of an SVCɞ 
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� JSL 1=DGFȭǘÈȃ-3Ɲ¾0*0�Ǳơɛw
{S}ɜ3Ąï"!ɝōǘAĭĒǉ2ǖȇư¤ĄȾ¥

2p}S}@ŉ&0�ɞ<& JSL -3��0!��A
�Ƚ�3ǋJÊºFžǥJ@*2'�ɝÈȃ2Ƚ1�

GD2ǵǐ�¯),�0���ƻȆ-�Fɞ-3 JSL
2ȭǘ FÈȃ3ÎƟ2¸ů�JǱ .Ȇ?DGF'

H��ɞ JSL-3�ń-¾
2ǱơJàŤ1ǰ���
-�F�.3ş1Ƕ&ɞ$�-�1¿�ń-ÈȃJǱ

ơ�,�Fȫ�-ɝ@�~ŝ2ń2ńĦ.�, CLɛ.
CL JĎ¯ FƖ2ƴÃ2áȃɛÙɜɜ�ơGFÚǥĵ
��Fɞ�� -1Ȩ9&C�1ɝɉ¿�ń2ǵǐ3

�2ȭǘÈȃJ¹Ŝ FÅ30�.�Ĉ�,¹ű�,

�Fɛ4.3 Ñƙɜɞ�D1 JSL 2ȭǘ FÞÈȃ2 CL
3ɝȭǘÈȃ2�-ı!²Ȭ�&ǀÈčȑJŊƼ Fɞ 
(1)2�ƃ�[Ș]� ƃ�[�]f-s�2 2*2Èȃ1ã<GF
$G%G2 CL3ɝ3�?3[Ș]ɝƀ3[�].ńĦ3÷
IF�ɝ/(D@�ȇ@�ÿ f�JŊƼ�,�Fɞ�2
C�1ȭǘ FÈȃ1ã<GF CL ��!G@à�ǀ
ÈčȑJŊƼ F.���3ɝÈȃ�~ȭ2¸ů�J

Ǳ �J¦Ʌ Fɞ (2)-@�ɛn}xɜ� țF ȟ�
F[n}x]s-(f) ȟ�F[n}x](s)-fi�1ǶDGFɢ*2
Èȃ-ɝ�țF�2Ƴưȇ-�Fn}x� CL[n}x]

.�,ɝ$G1ǘ� 2 *2�ȟ�F�1ņß�G,�
Fɞ�țF�1.),Ƴưȇ-�)& CL3īÌ 2*2
Èȃ-3�ȇ8.ĨÄJ÷�,3�F�ŊƼčȑ3~

Ȓ�,ǀÈčȑ-�Fɞ<&�ȶɛ2007ɜ(2)-Őŷ�

G&ŝâ~ǨÁɀ@Ⱦ¥�,�F�@�G0�ɞ�2

Áɀ3ɝȭǘ FÈȃ2Ũī1ơGFÈȃɛīȨ2Ǔ

Ț 1 <&3 2 2Èȃɜ�ŊƼ Fŝâ.ɝÃǜ�GF
Èȃ2YOe}2�2â�ɝ<&ɛīȨ2ǓȚ 1 2È
ȃ2ɜńĦ2ǀÈŝâ�~Ǩ Fɝ.��Áɀ-�Fɞ

£�4(2)2£-3ɝSVC 2Ũī2Èȃɛȟ�Fɜ3
� (s)-f�.YOe}2�ǜ�DÃŝ82ŝâJǱ�,
�Fɞ�2.�ɝÃǜ F 2 *2Èȃ1*�,ɝ5.
*?2�țF�JǱ Ƚ2�2«�2ŝâ@ɝ�ȟ�F

[n}x]s-(f)�JǱ ôß2ńĦ2ǀÈŝâ@ɝÃŝ-
�F�.�ǺČ-�FɞŨī1ơGFÈȃ�ŊĈ F

ŝâ�Ȩȳ1ã<GF�2ÈȃJǱ Ʉ2YOe}2

�2â�.�,²ũ�GF.���3ɝ$GD� D

�2Î�JźŁ�,�F�.2ȂĘ-�F.��C�ɞ

�GD2ǺČ�D JSL 2ȭǘ FÈȃ3ɝÎƟ2¸ů
�.ȆȐ�G,�EɝSVCJ0�,�F.Ǡ�DGFɞ 
� Ũī1ǀÈźř1ơGF SVC 2Èȃ¸ơȇɌ1*
�,<.?,��&�ɞÈȃ3v{_r1ơGF2-

30�ɝòŬư1Ǳơ Fµċ.2~Ĉ2čĳȾ¥ɝ

�ȗƕƐÈ�ŻĿ�ǓȚ 1�ǓȚ 2�2ɌƬ�¦&G,
�Fıǵ��Fɞ ȗƕƐÈ.3ǀÈ�ȼā�GF�)
��ȳ¹-�Eɝ£�4ɝæ4G,ŌEâ�ǦǆǀÈ

Jȼā FƴÃ2�ŌEâ��AɝY`S}n}xJ

ț),X}x1¯GF¢ĨǀÈ2ôß2�țF�ǉJ

ĻĈ�,�FɞŻĿ3�ȖF��ƃ���ȟ�F�ǉǀ

ÈƜ�/2C�0ŝƍ-È��.���-�FɞǓȚ

1 3ɝǀÈƜ�È�&ǔų-�FȞș2�.-ɝ£�
4�s-f�ɝ�x-y�2C�1Ǳ�GFɞǓȚ 23ǀÈ�ȑ
2ŨǒƆɂ-ɝǀÈJƁ?F�hold�A�ōǼɛTɜ�ɝ
<&3ƝĈ2QwM1�¯F�ɝ�FôŃ�D�ÐF�

�.1C),�0�0Fɝ0/2Èȃ�ã<GFɞ<

&�GD2 4 ǂɔ� 9,ı!Ŏ),�Fıǵ30�ɞ
ȗƕƐÈ3¢ĨǀÈźř-3ơGF��ú��ɝǦǆ

ǀÈźř-3<G-�Fɞ~ŝȨȳ�ŻĿÈȃ2=2

b}^@ǺČ�G0�)&ɞǒƕ�;A��GɝÀƸ

�ƻĉ-0�ǀÈ2ôß3ǓȚ 1 2=-ǓȚ 2 3ơG
0�ɞȪ1�GD2ļå2µ��*��ȷ0Eß��

.@�Fɞ£�4(1)2�ƃ�[Ș] ƃ�[�]f-s�-3ɝ
ŻĿ�ɝ1 *Ƴ2Èȃ-@ 2 *Ƴ2Èȃ-@Ǳ�G,
�Fɞ �2ȷ0E3_OUZ\-Ũ@ɓǮ-ɝǓȚ 1
. 2 ��ŝǱơ�GF0D_OUZ\@ı! 2 ìǛE
Ȧ�GFɞ 0#0D4 JSL1��,ǓȚ13_OUZ
\�¹(Ɉ�ã<G,�F�D-�FɞńȄǄȽ-Ǔ

ȚJǱơ G4ɝı!YOe}JÑƙ�&�ǜAŝâ

�ŢƼ�GF2-�Fɞ.�H-~ŝ-ɝǓȚ�ŻĿ

CE®1Ǳ�GFǉɝòŬ2Ɍĝ�¯GŧIF£3:
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.K/0�ɞ�2�ĉ3ɝJSL2 SVCJźŁ FÈȃ
3ɝčȑ�ǀÈ�&ǔų2ȞșȬE1�7ıǵ��F

.��Ĥ�ÁǍ��F�.JƼ�,�Fɞ (2b)2¢Ĩ
ǀÈ2ř-3 3 *2Èȃ3$G%GǓȚ2ȼāȳ¹
ɛțFɜ|�Ƚȳ¹ɛŻĿɟǓȚ 1ɜ|ǒ�ȳ¹ɛǓȚ 2ɜ
1Ƶĥ�ɝ̧ ů�2ȗ�)&Ɍ1ɝǀÈčȑJǱ CL
J~Ȓ�,²ũ�0�D~ǘ�1Ǳơ�G,�Fɞ  
5.3 (=>�/&T�G0*� ǀÈčȑ��FŝâJ
ƳŊ , <&3�FôŃ1ÀƸ F.���.JǱ 
Ɩ13ɝ£�4ǭȇ-3Ãǜȃ2 toward, toA atɝŠŬ
ȇ-3īǜȃ�8�A�1�0/2žǥȇ�ĨÄJŇ

�ɞ~ŝ JSL -3ɝş1Ƕ&C�1 CL �û�0ĨÄ
Jų& ɞ (2b)2£-3�¿�ń-Ǳ�GFÈȃ�ȟ
�F[n}x]s-fi�2�( CL[n}x]JǱ ńĦ�ɝń
ȄǄȽµJYOe}2�ǜ�DÃŝ8È��GF�ɝ

ɉ¿�ń1CF[Ǧȟȝ]fi JǱ ńĦ�ȫ��DYO
e}Ãŝ1ơGFɞ$�,¿�ń2ńĦ3ɝɉ¿�ń

2ńĦ2�ǜ1ȥ+�ɝŨǒư13ōǼ Fɞ�2 2
*2 CL 2ōȥ.ōǼ1C),ɝ�IBF toward/to/at
A�8��1��Ǳ ļå�Ǳơ¸ůFɞ*<E$G%

G2ńĦàõ2Ƶčư�ǜȾ¥�ɝ$2<<cv[P

U^}.v{dp}U2�ǜȾ¥JǱ�ɝūƸɝōȥɝ

ÀƸɝȬȯ0/2ļåJǱ �.10FɞŬȍ-3 4.3
-ǷĈ�&C�1/(D@Èȃ2~ȳ.�,¹ű�G

,�F�.�DɝJSL -3ǄȽȾ¥3Èȃ1C),Ǳ
�GF.���10F'H�ɞ 
5.4 �3D1SEM+8/&�.C C �2ɋöǽȇ-3�
$D�ǺČ�G0�2-30��.Ǡ�DGF JSL 2
Ɲį.�,ɝÈȃ�ǶF��ǓȚǱơ1ȾIF�.J

ǺČ�&ɞ�2£1*�,Ũī1Ƕ,��&�ɞ  
� ĉɄ2¹ű2Ã1 JSL 2�ǶF�.��Èȃ1*�
,ǻȉ FɞJSL 13��*�2Ǹǹ1Ⱦ FÈȃ�
�F�ɝ$2�-ɝ�ǶF�.��ȇ3ɝ�IBF~Ǩ

ÈȃɛńĦ2ǀÈȗƕ��ȇɝǒƕ�ƳưȇJŊƼ 

FC�0^Ol2Èȃɜ1¹ɔ�G,�Fȇ-ɝńĦ

�ńȄǄȽµJǦƦ1È���-�FɞòŬĦ3 VY
O{2ńĦ2Ŋ®JǶF9�čȑ2ŝâ1â�,ń2

ƧJƳ2�ǜ1��&@2Jɝ$2<<čȑ2ŝâ1

È� Ħ-Ǳ�ɝ�2ńĦ2È�3Ƴ�D¸FǸǙJ

ļå�,�F.Ǡ�DGFɞ�2ôßɝ�2ȇ3�Ƕ

F s-f�.Ǳǿ�GFɞ<&YOe}2Ƴ2�ǜ1ń
ĦJǜ�&<<ɝƎǸƕJŊ�Ƽ Ŋ®2=JÈ��

,�ǶF��@-�Fɞ�2ôß3£�4�ǶF<x-<y�
.Ǳǿ�GFɞ�ì2b}^-3�ǶF�Jã>ƀ2

(4b)(5b)2C�0ǀÈźř2£�ǺČ�G&ɞ  
 
A-18_5 
(4) a. �ŀŃ� [Ŵ]x=y� ğF s� ǶF<y-<x  
�   ɛ�ŀŃ2Ŵ1ğ),ǶF.ɜ 
 

   b. Ò�� ������[�]x-(y)  ���<(x)-<y 
� � ɛÒ��\T`l�,ɛŽº),ɜǰ� 
� � ɛ2�Ƕ�Fɜɜ 
 
A-26_5 
(5) a. ɂƆ s-xuɛƫɜÒ�ɛƫɜ 
�   ɛɛ��FɜɂƆ��),Òȱ�ɛ�1ɜ�,ɜ 
 
   b.  
� � ɛƫɜ� \T`l F[�]s-(f)  �� s-fu  N 
�   ɛ\T`l�,��Fɛ2JǶFɜɜ 
 
/(D@ a3ƞƋȀĈ-�Fɞ 
� (4b)-3 2 *2Èȃ��»�,�F�ɝŨ¼2Èȃ
-�F�\T`l F[Ș]x-(y)�13ɝ1*2Èȃ-Ż
Ŀɛ�\T`l F�ɜ.ǓȚɛ�x-(y)�ɜ�Ǳ�G,�
FɞƝ1ǓȚ3ńĦ�YOe}2¿�ń© x �Dɉ¿
�ń© y ŝâ8YOe}2�2ƂɊ�&E<-È�ɞ
$�,ƀ1 2 *Ƴ2Èȃ�ǶF��ȽJǜ�!1ơG
,ɝńĦ2Ŋ®�ɝYOe}2�2ƂɊ�&E�D y
2ŝâ1Ɖě1ǐš�0?D�1È��GFɞ�ǶF�

3@(HKYOe}�ǀÈƜ2È�JǸǙ-ȩ),Ƕ

,�F.��ļåJǱ�,3�F2'�ɝĉ3�GD

2 *2Èȃ�ßI�F�.-ɝYOe}2Ƴ2ÃJŽ
ºF�Ò��2°ǓȚJǱơ�,�F��I�Fɞ�Ƕ

F�3ǓȚ2īÌȳ¹2ǄȽĹóJǲ),�F2-�

Fɞ 
� ƀ1(5b)2�» F�*2Èȃ2�(ɝ1*Ƴ2�\
T`l F[�]s-f�-3ɝŻĿɛ�\T`l F�ɜ.
YOe}�DÃŝ82ǓȚɛ�s-(f)�ɜ�Ǳ�GFɞ 2
*Ƴ3�ǶF s-fu�'�ɝ�u�3�ŝâJƼ�,�Fɞ
ĭ),�2Èȃ3YOe}2�ǜ�DÃŝ�ŝ82 

����FC�0ǸǙ2È�JǱ ɞƞƋȀĈ-3ɂ

Ɔ2�ǜ.â��Ǳ�G,�EɝYOe}�ɂƆ2Ƃ

Ɋ�2�ǜ1�F�.@ŢƼ�G,�FɞńĦ2�ŝ

82È�3ĉɄ�2�ǶF s-fu�-��ŊĈ�G,�
0�2-ɝ°ǓȚ2ćŁ1.),�ǶF�2ǄȽĹó

��Úſ-�F�.�I�FɞA3E�2ȭǘ FŨ

ī2Èȃ�ǶF�3ǓȚJŢƼ FžǥJŇ),�F

.ǽ�F'H�ɞ 
� Ũī1Ǡ�0�G40D0�23ɝ�2�ǶF�J

ã>�»2ÈȃǞJɝ�IBF SVC.Ǡ�,@Ǫ�2
�.��êɑ-�Fɞƻ�1 2*2Èȃ2Ƚ13�Ƚ�
A��0+��Jã>�2ĦĿAȇ3¯F�.30�ɝ

ƔD�1*0�),čȑ2È�ǓȚ°�JǱơ�,�

F5.*2ǋ-�FɞSVC .½Ŝ�,Ǫ�.Ǡ�Fɞ
CL2ĨÄ1*�,Ǡ�F.ɝǦǆǀÈźř3òŬư1
(1)A(3)-Ƕ&C�1Èȃ2�62�-ǀÈčȑ3Ě
1�ȇ-�Fɞ~ŝǓȚJǱ Èȃ��ǶF�10F

.ɝ�2Ⱦ¥3¦&G0�ɞ(4b)(5b)-3ɝ3�?2ǀ
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ÈÈȃ-3�ȇ-�)&ǀÈčȑ�ɝ�ǶF�1.),

3Ƴưȇ1÷I),�Fɞ��¢ĨǀÈźř1��,

@ŻĿ�ȿ2ȳ¹3ǦǆǀÈźř1�&F2-ǀÈč

ȑ3�ȇ-�F�ɝ(2b)2�țF�2C�0ȗƕƐÈ
2Èȃ-3�2Ⱦ¥3¦&G!ɝǀÈčȑ3Èȃ2Ƴ

ưȇ10Fɞ CL �ǋ2�-/2C�0ǵǐɛ�ȇ<
&3Ƴưȇɜ.0F�.��Ǹƕ�Dɝźř�.2�

�^Ol2¹ɔ3Úǥ�@�G0��ɝĐ0�.@

JSL1��,3ɝǀÈčȑ� CL2Ħġ-Ǘǘư1Èȃ
2�1Ģ�Ǘ�G0�G40D0��.ɝÈȃ2Ɇ<

E3ǀÈ2ǔų2ǓȚJ3�?�DŨī<-ŤȽɌ1

Ǚ�1Ǳơ�,�F.���ĉ�ȷǵ-�Eɝ�2Ů

�� JSL2 SVC2ŁǆJŔ�,�F.ǽ�Fɞ 
 
6. PKQ 
� JSL 1*�,ǰ)&ibRţ¬J¿Ƥ�&ĉɘ1*
�,ɝ3 ƀǄȽJ¿Ƥ FǸǹǽȇ.�2ɋöǽȇ
.2t_waN}2Ȳ�1C),Ģ�ȗ��GFńɌ

�2ɝ<&¹űȯǁ-2êɑƕJŘƢ�ɝɋöǽȇ.

2¹űAƇȠ�Úǥ.0FC�1čĳǊJŐŷ�&ɞ

$2ŝǊ1Â),ǰ)&¹ű�DɝJSL 2ǀÈźř1
ǶDGFƝįJ 4ƕŢD�1�&ɞ<! JSL-3ɝǀ
È�ȑJǱơ FɄ1ɝɉĚ1ə�ɏĞ-3�?1ƞ

ƋȀĈ�ǰIGɝǀÈ�ȑ1Ⱦȭ FÑ�ǡ2YOe

}Ǹƕ2ǄȽĹóJŢƼ Fıǵ��F�ɝƀ1Ȩȳ

3ǳŗ2Èȃ��7 SVCJÔF�.�ú�ɝ�GD2
Èȃ3ɝǀÈčȑJ CL 2Ħ-²ũ�ɝòŬư1ɝȗ
ƕƐÈ�ŻĿ�ǓȚ 1�ǓȚ 2 .ǀÈǓȚJȤ),Ť
ȽɌ1�DIGF�ɝ_OUZ\3ǓȚɛ1�C6 2ɜ
1Ě1ã<GF�ɝ�D1ǀÈčȑ.v{dp}U2

Ⱦ¥3ɝÈȃɛ.ņß�GF CLɜ1C),Ǳơ�GF
�.ɝ$�,Èȃ�ǶF�� SVC2Ũī1ơG,ǓȚ
2~ȳJǲ�ŢƼ-�F�ɝ1<.?DGFɞ 
 �ī3 JSL 1=DG&�ǿ2ƝįAơȑ3�2ɋö
ǽȇ-@ǺČ¸ůF2�/��ƇȠ Fıǵ��Fɞ

JSL�ù1@ SVCJ@*Ȏǽȇ��Fɞ<& JSL2�Ƕ
F�2C�1ɝ´ñưǀÈÈȃ�ù2Èȃ�ɝǀÈ�

ȑJǱơ FɄ1ȷǵ0ĨÄJŇ�ɋöǽȇ3�F2

'H��ɞ�īŸȂJǰ),��&�.Ǡ�Fɞ 
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� Ŭƺǃ3ɝW{Yx^{c.�,2 JSL YOe}2
ÍÅ0�13Ȯ?F�3�Úǥ-�)&ɞĥȍř13

ĢƤ�,�0�b}^@ɝ¹ű�C6ǠČ2ȯǁ1�

�,ɉĚ1ȷǵ0ȕŚ.0),�Fɞĉɘ1ÑÆ�,

��)& 9,2W{Yx^{cɝ$�,ƺǃµċ2

ŸȂƆɂ-�ÍÅ�&'�& 9,2ŝ
3ɝƑɖȌɝ

�ƌÒĜɝďȸøĂɝďŲƌɝðƥÆ�Ăɝȧƥƹķɝ

ĲŝɚɝĕŬĶǷɝƥ��ɝ�ēǝ�ĂɝǴĔǬƂɝ

ɗôÏÛɝɗô�þɝǯ�ąĂɝØɁëɝÃĖçǝɝ

ƒĺĪĂɝēŬǎĂɝēŬǫƦǝɝɛƈá3b}^Œħ

ĥŤɝ�ËɋɌɜ2Ȏƈ-�FɞW{Yx^{c2ŝ


3b}^Œħ2=0D!gOaNk|YOe}.�,

ũƱ0Ws{c@��,��)&ɞ��1İCE2ľ

ȏJǱ�&�ɞ0�ȍř1ƅF�ª3 9,ǈǡ2ȓ

�-�Fɞ 
� Ŭƺǃ3ɝîǆîȇƺǃŃ²àƺǃȔ�ǄȽǀÈǱ

ơ2ɔñȍ.ŠŬȇɣ_OUZ\1ƘƕJĥ,&Ȭǽ

ȇưĉɘƺǃ�ɛƺǃ�ǱǡɣŰŬťɜɝƿĆƺǃȔǲ

ÇȹòƲƺǃ(B)�ǀÈǱơ1CFǽȇɔñɣĉɘưǖ
~Ȋɑ1CFȬǽȇưƺǃ�ȊɑƬÝɣ15H03206ɛƺ
ǃ�ǱǡɣŰŬťɜɝƿĆƺǃȔòƲƺǃ(C)�ŠŬń
Ȅ2Èȃȭǘ1*�,�ȊɑƬÝɣ15K02551ɛƺǃ�
Ǳǡɣ�ȶ´Ăɜ2ŔőJÕ�,�Fɞ��1İCE

2ȏļJǱ Fɞ 
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