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Strong Points of a College of Technology and the Future View
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Top Tech Education

Our education is highly regarded in Turkey, for instance,
and was also given high marks by an OECD higher
education research group that visited Japan in 2006. We
believe that our colleges of technology are recognized by
many other countries as practical educational institutions
that contributed to Japan's impressive growth and have
helped the country become a technology powerhouse.
Delegations from Egypt, Canada, Azerbaijan and Rwanda
have all recently visited colleges of technology to observe
the facilities and learn about the system. Some delegations
visited colleges to identify ways they can bolster practical
educational systems for young people in their own
countries. People from countries that are emphasizing
technology are particularly interested in the practical
education provided by colleges of technology, and the role
it has played in Japan's success. We believe that our
colleges of technology can use their strengths to make
international contributions. We will be encouraging
international exchange and international contributions,
looking to expand exchanges, especially with East Asian
nations with which we share some cultural aspects and
have a history of exchange.
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With workplace training, Japan’s Kosen colleges bridge
HACHIOIJI, Japan — Every year, about
1 percent of Japanese 15-year-olds turn away from high

skills gap

school. Then they turn into full-time nerds-in-training,
enrolling in colleges where they make robots and write
software, test diodes and study English, dirty their hands on
factory floors and wait for job offers to come flooding in.
Flood in they do, even though Japan’s economy is stagnant
and its population is shrinking. Graduates of the standard
five-year course at Japan’s 57 national colleges of
technology, collectively known as Kosen, can each expect
about 20 job offers, school officials say. Students who stay
on for two years of advanced study receive about 30 offers.
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