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Fictive Motion in the Visual Expressions in Japanese Sign Language

Noriko IMAZATO*

ABSTRACT

This paper explores expressions of visual perception in Japanese Sign Language (JSL), comparing the
corresponding expressions in Japanese. It is shown that these expressions in JSL are also based on three kinds of
fictive motion, which are firstly proposed for Japanese by Matsumoto (2004). The three kinds are visual
emanation, movement and processing of visual image, and movement of the point of visual attention. It is also
argued that these expressions of visual perception are established by utilizing patterns of JSL motion constructions.
Those patterns consist of a motion verb conflated with a CL (classifier) as a moving entity and often with manner
of motion, and sometimes with a preceding manner verb, and a co-occurring CL as the boundary through which the
movement of the motion verb is made. However the verbal expression representing the “crossing of the
boundary” never follows the motion verb, though it is one of the essential components for the pattern of motion

construction in JSL.
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